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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1656

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Conmttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Rolfes, Upthegrove, B. Sullivan, Appleton, Chase,
Sant os, Di ckerson and Sell s)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a Puget Sound scientific research
account; adding new sections to chapter 90.71 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Although research about conditions in Puget
Sound have been studied during the past several decades, the
| egislature finds that there is no coordinated, focused, conprehensive
Puget Sound sci ence program capable of setting research priorities for
Puget Sound science. The legislature finds that environnental problens
in Puget Sound are conplex and that research is needed to provide
i nformation that can guide protective and restorative actions, and to
explore and understand the inpacts of a changing environnent. The
| egislature also finds that there is no predictable funding process for
Puget Sound research projects, including the aquatic rehabilitation
zone one. The legislature declares that the state needs a process to
focus the scientific effort on the Puget Sound ecosystem and to
di stribute research funds.
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*NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 90.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The Puget Sound | eadership council created pursuant to chapter
., Laws of 2007 (House Bill No. 1374 or Senate Bill No. 5374) shall:

(1) Wrk with the science panel to identify gaps in scientific
research related to restoring Puget Sound, including the aquatic
rehabilitation zone one created in RCW 90. 88. 010;

(2) Develop a conpetitive process for soliciting research
addr essi ng those gaps;

(3) Solicit and strategically prioritize research prograns and
projects in accordance with recomrendati ons fromthe science panel;

(4) Select and fund the highest priority research prograns and
projects; and

(5) Develop and inplenent an appropriate peer review process to

review results fromsuch prograns and projects.
*Sec. 2 was vetoed. See nmessage at end of chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 90.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The Puget Sound scientific research account is created in the state
treasury. All gifts, grants, federal noneys, or appropriations nade to
t he account nust be deposited into the account. Moneys in the account
may be spent only after appropriation. Expenditures fromthe account
may be used only for research progranms and projects sel ected pursuant
to section 2 of this act.

Passed by the House April 17, 2007.

Passed by the Senate April 12, 2007.

Approved by the Governor My 7, 2007, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 8, 2007.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I am returning, wthout ny approval as to Section 2, Second
Substitute House Bill 1656 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to establishing a Puget Sound scientific
research account."”

This legislation creates a new Puget Sound research account, and
assigns tasks to the Puget Sound Leadership Council <created in
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 5372 (Puget Sound Partnership
bill).

Section 2 of Second Substitute House Bill No. 1656 would assign to
t he Puget Sound Leadership Council the responsibility for identifying
research gaps, and for conpetitive selection, prioritization, peer
review, and funding for science projects. However, several of these
responsibilities are assigned to the Puget Sound science panel
created in the Puget Sound Partnership bill.
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The Puget Sound Partnership wll be a new agency wth many
chal l enging tasks and issues related to Puget Sound restoration.
Good science is fundanental to the Partnership's success.

| nconsi stent responsibility assignnments for scientific research would
conplicate the agency's ability to establish and carry out a sound
efficient science program

| can see the value to the Puget Sound restoration effort of having a
separate account for expenditures related to scientific research. As
a result, | direct the Puget Sound Partnership to work wth the
Legislature to develop a Ilegislative proposal for consideration
during the 2008 session that harnonizes the remaining provisions of

Second Substitute House Bill 1656 with those contained in Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill 5372.

For these reasons, | am vetoing Section 2 of Second Substitute House
Bill 1656.

Wth the exception of Section 2, Second Substitute House Bill 1656 is
approved. "
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